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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, 
information relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed, the Examiner in 
charge of the above-identified application is requested to consider and make of record the 
references listed on the PTO Form SB/08B, formerly known as PTO Form 1449 submitted 
herewith. 

Inclusion of the information submitted herewith is not to be construed as an admission 
that the information is material as that term is defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 
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This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

□ within three months of the filing date of the patent application. 

□ within three months of the date of entry into the national stage as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.491 of the international application. 

□ before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 

□ after the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, but before the 
mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 16 or a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1, and accordingly is accompanied by: 

□ the Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (see "Statement" below); 

or 

□ the Fee of $180.00 set forth in 37 C.F.R. § U7(p); or 
n No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

□ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.129(a), this Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed in connection with □ the first or □ second After 
Final Submission, and accordingly is accompanied by the Statement under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (see "Statement" below) and the fee of $180.00 as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p), is attached. 

£3 after the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 or a 
Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .3 1 1, but before the payment of the 
Issue Fee, and accordingly is accompanied by the Statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e), (see "Statement," and "Fees" below). 

^ Copies of the references listed on the attached PTO Form SB/08b, formerly 
known as PTO Form 1449 is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of the 
European Search Report Dated August 20, 2004 for European Application No. 
EP 99 95 0301. 
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EXCEPT THAT: 

□ In view of the voluminous nature of reference @@, and the likelihood 
that this reference is available to the Examiner, copies are not enclosed 
herewith. 

□ In accordance with 37 CF.R. § 1 .98(d), copies of the following 
references listed on the attached PTO Form SB/08A and PTO Form 
SB/08B, formerly known as PTO Form 1449 are not enclosed herewith 
because they were previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office in patent application(s) for which a claim for 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120 have been made in the instant 
application. 

Q If any of the foregoing publications are not available to the Examiner, 
Applicant will endeavor to supply copies at the Examiner's request. 

Statement under 37 CF.R. § 1.97(e) 

[>3 The undersigned attorney hereby states that each item information contained 
in the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Fees 

I | No Fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

[X] The Information Disclosure Statement Fee of $180.00 under 37 CF.R. 
§ 1.1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 
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Method of Payment of Fees 

[~~| Attached is a check in the amount of $ 



. This form is 



submitted in duplicate. 
[>3 Charge Deposit Account No. 50-1275 in the amount of $180.00. This form is 

submitted in duplicate. 
^ Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 

50-1275. 

□ No fee or Statement is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 
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